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VOTING MEMBERS 

Name Degree/ 
License 

Specialty Physician 
Scientist (PS), 

Other Scientist (OS), 
Non-Scientist (NS) 

Affiliation 

Kathy Babel, Co-Chair* *** 
Chief, Psychology 

Hampton Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Assistant Professor, 
Eastern Virginia Medical School,  
Norfolk, VA 

PsyD, LCP Clinical Psychology OS Affiliated 

Joni Caver, Co-Chair* *** 
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist, 
Tuscaloosa Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

PharmD Psychopharmacology OS Affiliated 

Jenice S. Guzman, Co-Chair* *** 
Nurse Practitioner 
Southern Arizona VA Healthcare System 
Adjunct Instructor, College of Nursing 

University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 

PhD, GNP-
BC, FAMIA 

Nurse Practitioner, Geriatrics OS Affiliated 

Courtney D. Hall, Co-Chair* *** 
Research Health Science Specialist 

James H. Quillen VA Medical Center 
Mountain Home, TN 

PT, PhD Physical Therapy, 
Rehabilitation 

OS Affiliated 

Eunjung Liliana Kim, Co-Chair* ^ 
Physician 
VA New Jersey Healthcare System 
Teaching Attending 
Rutgers- New Jersey Medical School 
East Orange, NJ 

MD Infectious Disease PS Affiliated 

Jorge I. Martinez Osorio, Co-Chair* ^ 
Section Chief, Nephrology 
Orlando Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Assistant Professor,  
College of Medicine, 
Orlando, FL 

MD Internal Medicine,  
Nephrology 

PS Affiliated 

Anita Tarzian *** 

Health Science Specialist 
National Center for Ethics in Health Care 
Veterans Health Administration Central Office 
Washington, DC 

PhD, MS, BSN Healthcare Ethics OS Affiliated 

Carmen Thompson** 
UC San Diego Health 
La Jolla, CA 

BS, CIP Regulatory Affairs NS Unaffiliated 

Note:  All members serve as alternate to other voting members across the four VA Central IRB Panels who have the same designation 

Co-Chair - * 
Non-scientist **- May substitute for any non-scientist (NS) 
Other Scientist *** - May substitute for any other scientist (OS)    
Physician Scientist ^ - May substitute for any physician scientist (PS) and any other scientist (OS) 
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ALTERNATES 
 
 
 

Name Degree/ 
License 

Specialty Physician 
Scientist (PS), 

Other Scientist (OS), 

Non-Scientist (NS) 
 

Affiliation 

 
Mona Baharestani *** 

Associate Chief, Wound Care & Research Programs 
James H. Quillen VA Medical Center 
Mountain Home, TN 

 
PhD, BSN 

 
Nursing, Wound Care 

 
OS 

 
Affiliated 

 
Jennifer M. Bowers*** 
Program Director – Dietetic Internship 
Southern Arizona VA Healthcare System 
Adjunct Faculty, 
Grand Canyon University, 
Tucson, AZ 
 

 
PhD, RD 

 
Nutrition & Dietetics 

 
OS 

 
Affiliated 

 
Teresa Granger*** 
Rehabilitation Research Scientist, 
Tuscaloosa Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Assistant Professor, 
The University of Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
 

 
PhD, CRC 

 

 
Rehabilitation  
Psychology  

 
OS 

 
Affiliated 

 

James Hardemon ** 

Associate Chief Nurse 
Tuscaloosa Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
 

DNP, RN Nurse Practitioner, Geriatrics OS Affiliated  

 
Edward Shadiack ^ 
VA New Jersey Healthcare System 
East Orange, NJ 
 

DO, MPH Occupational & 
Environmental Medicine 

PS Affiliated 

 
Dedria Smith ** 
Health Systems Specialist 
Tuscaloosa Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
 

MA  
Regulatory Affairs 

 
NS 

Affiliated 

 
Padma K. Vedantam^ 
Section Chief, Geriatrics and Extended Care Services, 

Medical Director, Community Living Center, 
Orlando Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
 

 
MD 

 
Internal Medicine, 

Geriatrics 

 

 
PS 

 
Affiliated 

 

Note:  All members serve as alternate to other voting members across the four VA Central IRB Panels who have the same designation 
 
Co-Chair - * 

Non-scientist **- May substitute for any non-scientist (NS) 
Other Scientist *** - May substitute for any other scientist (OS)    
Physician Scientist ^ - May substitute for any physician scientist (PS) and any other scientist (OS) 


